
 

The UK Overseas Territories (UKOTs) are important parts of the UK. 

Although small in size, they support a far greater wealth of biodiversity than mainland UK. 

Because of their status as UK territory, the UKOTs and Crown Dependencies are not eligible for most 

international grant sources. 

The UK Overseas Territories Conservation Forum works to help people in the UKOTs and Crown 

Dependencies to conserve their diverse and unique species and ecosystems. UKOTCF is the only body 

devoted solely to conservation and sustainable use across all UKOTs & CDs. 

Overseas Territories Conservation, UKOTCF, and The Forum are operating names of UK Overseas Territories 

Conservation Forum (Registered Charity 1058483 and Company 3216892). 

Visit the Forum's website at: www.ukotcf.org.uk . 

Chairman: Dr M W Pienkowski, 102 Broadway, Peterborough PE1 4DG, UK.   +44 7778841233    m@pienkowski.org 

 

The Forum is a non-profit organisation, registered as a limited company in England and Wales No. 3216892 and a Registered Charity No. 1058483.  Registered Office: 2nd Floor Memorial Centre, 8 East Common, Gerrards 

Cross SL9 7AD, UK. Information and advice given on behalf of the Forum is given on the basis that no liability attaches to the Forum, its Directors, Officers or representatives in respect thereof.  

UKOTCF’s current Member and Associate 

organisations linked to a particular UK 

Overseas Territory or Crown Dependency: 

Alderney Wildlife Trust 

Anguilla Archaeological & Historical Society 

Anguilla National Trust 

Ascension Conservation Centre  

Ascension Heritage Society 

Bermuda Audubon Society  

Bermuda National Trust  

 

UK Antarctic Heritage Trust 

Chagos Conservation Trust  

National Parks Trust of the Virgin Islands, BVI 

Jost van Dykes Preservation Society, BVI 

National Trust for the Cayman Islands 

Central Caribbean Marine Institute 

Akrotiri Environmental Education Centre 

BirdLife Cyprus 

Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History Society 

The Nautilus Project, Gibraltar 

 

La Société Guernesiaise 

Guernsey Nature Commission 

National Trust for Jersey 

Société Jersiaise 

Jersey Marine Conservation 

Isle of Man Dept of Environment, Food & Agriculture  

Montserrat National Trust 

Pitcairn Natural Resources Division  

St Helena National Trust 

La Société Sercquiaise 

 

National Trust of the Turks & Caicos Islands 

Turks & Caicos National Museum 

Turks & Caicos Reef Fund 

 

UKOTCF’s current Member and Associate organisations 

not linked to a single Territory:  

Amphibian & Reptile Conservation 

Army Ornithological Society 

Royal Air Force Ornithological Society 

Royal Naval Birdwatching Society 

 

To whom it may concern  

29th August 2025 

 

Letter of support: Craig Bennett for IUCN Councillor for the West Europe region 

 

The UK Overseas Territories Conservation Forum (UKOTCF) is pleased to endorse the 

candidacy of Craig Bennett as an IUCN Councillor for the West Europe region, at the 

elections taking place at the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Abu Dhabi in October 

2025. 

  

For several years, UKOTCF has worked alongside Craig on the Executive Committee of the 

IUCN UK National Committee (on which UKOTCF sits by agreement, to link IUCN-UK 

with all the UK Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies, including several which are 

also IUCN members). Craig has shown himself to be a determined, dynamic and creative 

leader of The Wildlife Trusts, a formidable orator, extremely international in his thinking, and 

to have strong empathy with local people. He is a great collaborator and a strong, considered 

and passionate champion for nature conservation and restoration. 

 

In addition to the two existing wildlife trusts in the Crown Dependencies of Alderney and the 

Isle of Man (which are also UKOTCF members), The Wildlife Trusts are now actively 

looking to support the existing conservation organisations based in the UKOTs. UKOTCF 

Trustees and senior staff met with Craig and The Wildlife Trusts recently and were delighted 

to hear from Craig the importance that he puts on the UK Overseas Territories (UKOTs) and 

Crown Dependencies, as well as the small-island nation-states globally in respect of the 

internationally important habitats and biodiversity they contain. 

   

UKOTCF believes that Craig would be a strong addition to the IUCN Council. Craig is highly 

experienced and knowledgeable, and he has a strong understanding of the global issues 

around biodiversity, climate and people, and how they relate to small-island nations.  He 

would be a strong voice and supporter for island-states and the overseas territories of all 

nations in this role. We are confident Craig would add much to IUCN Council, and we 

encourage all to vote for him at the World Conservation Congress. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr M.W. Pienkowski 

Chairman of Council, UK Overseas Territories Conservation Forum 


